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that any "despotism" on his part could scarcely have bees
of a very stringent character.ja Nor did political affairs,
literature, and art absorb the whole of Lorenzo's attention,
for under his rule "all industries, commerce, and public works
made enormous progress." 2* And in after times the Floren-
tines always looked back to the time of Lorenzo the Magnifi-
cent as the happiest and most prosperous period of their
history. Nor was this confined only to Florence. Guicciaidini
commences his celebrated history with the remark that the
time of Lorenzo was a season "prosperous beyond any other
which Italy had experienced during the long course of a thou-
sand years"; and after a long panegyric on its then happy
state, says that this "was by general consent ascribed to the
industry and virtue of Lorenzo de7 Medici." At the same time
in the wider field of European politics Lorenzo became recog-
nised by all sovereigns as the leading man in Italy, and in the
Florentine archives may be seen letters to him from Henry
VII of England and Louis XI of France, in which both of
them address him as an equal, and in the style of a reigning
monarch.

But the task of maintaining the peace of Italy, which had
devolved upon Lorenzo, was one which taxed all his powers,
and it is hard to understand how he found time as he did for
all those pursuits which Ammirato mentions, Naples, the
Pope, and Milan were only kept from war with the greatest
difficulty. Nor was this all. Among the smaller states there
existed a chronic condition of feud which required incessant
watchfulness on Lorenzo's part in order, by skilful interven-
tion, to prevent it from developing into actual war. He
watched over the smallest matters in the politics of other
states which might affect, however remotely, the welfare of
Florence. Conflicting interests, mutual distrust, and veiled
animosity made Italian politics of that time a perfect laby-
rinth of intrigue. And nowhere is the consummate statesman-
ship of Lorenzo more apparent than in those portions of his
correspondence showing the masterly manner in which he